CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
been well refrigerated, the alembic was opened, and the crucible removed. As soon as the lid was taken off, some naphtha was poured between the rim of the capsule- and sides of the crucible, so as to reach the metal below.
PROPERTIES OF THE METALS OBTAINED BY THE PROCESSES ABOVE  MENTIONED.
Although not appertaining to galvanism or voltaic electricity, it may be expedient here, after describing the ap paratus and process, to say something of the products obtained.
When the heat was sufficient to expel all the mercury, the metal was found adhering to the bottom of the crucible in a crust, which required an edge tool, to detach it, though no incorporation of the iron with it appeared to have taken place. When in distilling calcium, a crucible of platina was employed, a portion of this metal was found to have united with some of the calcium, being detached therewith in the form of a bright metallic scale.
In consequence of their susceptibility of oxidation, and of union with the elements of naphtha, the metals obtained as above mentioned were devoid of metallic lustre until their surfaces were removed by a file or burnisher. Either was rapidly oxidized in water, or in any liquid containing it; and afterwards, with tests, gave the appropriate proofs of its presence. They all sank in sulphuric acid; were all brittle, and fixed, and for fusion, required at least a good red heat. After being kept in naphtha, their effervescence with water is, on the first immersion, much less active. Under such circumstances, they react at first more vivaciously with hydrie ether than with water, or even chlorohydric acid; because in these liquids a resinous covering, derived from the naphtha, is not soluble, while to the ether it yields readily.
By means of solid carbonic acid, obtained by Mitchill's
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